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Nettleton Junior High School will focus on increasing student learning by being 
data-driven.  Everything we do at NJHS is evaluated by our seven goals in the 
Arkansas Consolidated School Improvement Plan (ACSIP): 
 

1. Every student will make significant gains in all strands on the Arkansas 
Curriculum Frameworks and ACT Aspire, while improving their ability to 
communicate Mathematical knowledge. 

 
2. Students will improve reading comprehension skills and writing skills across 

the curriculum. 
 

3. NJHS will empower students at every school age to develop good character 
which includes knowing, caring, and acting upon core ethical values in 
making best choices for a safe, productive, and drug-free lifestyle. 
 

4. Nettleton Junior High students will have opportunities, support, and 
encouragement to be physically active on a regular basis.  
 

5. Nettleton Junior High will have the opportunity, encouragement, and support 
to practice good nutritional habits each day. 
 

6. Students will improve scientific content knowledge in the nature of science, 
life science, Physical science, and earth and space science. 
 

7. NJHS will develop an effective community of learners with all partners 
focused on actively engaging students in high-quality learning experiences. 
 

8. NJHS will follow the NPS Ready to Learn Plan dealing with COVID-19.  NJHS 
will monitor and adjust the plan when necessary to maintain the safest 
learning environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Building Goals 2020-2021 

 
In order to meet our ACSIP goals, address the needs of our current students, and 
achieve student success on standardized exams, Nettleton Junior High School will 
continue the programs and initiatives listed below: 
 
Schoolwide Programs: 

● The Nettleton 1:1 Technology Initiative provides all students in grades 7 
and 8 at NJHS with the technology tools needed to prepare them to be 
both college and career ready.  This includes providing off-site learners 
with the needed technology and technology support in order to be 
successful.   

● NJHS Teachers will use the iPads to engage and enhance learning in all 
content areas.  

● Teachers will increase student engagement by using technology such Apple 
TV devices, document cameras, and handheld technology including iPads, 
calculators, and science probes. 

● NJHS has implemented the required Dyslexia screening and intervention. 
● Teachers will continue to implement high yield teaching strategies in every 

classroom and work toward increasing rigor and relevance. 
● Classroom observations will be performed to collect data to improve 

teaching and learning. 
● STAR Literacy and Math will be used to test student knowledge and to gain 

an understanding of what each student needs in these areas. 
● The Pre-AP program will be continued in the core curriculum areas. 
● NJHS will utilize all forms of technology to communicate with parents during 

these unprecedented times including a parent resource page on the school 
website and social media. 

● NJHS will find ways to incorporate community involvement within necessary 
parameters.   

● Teachers will focus on reading comprehension in all disciplines by instructing 
students in the use of reading strategies in fiction and nonfiction reading 
through the use of Science of Reading elements and encouraging the 
Accelerated Reading program. 

● An Intervention Specialist will work with students scoring In Need of Services. 
The interventionist will work with small groups during the school day. 

● Implement Response to Intervention (RTI) strategies to focus on the initial 
learning experiences of at-risk students who need additional support to 
become successful. 



 

● Continue developing professional learning communities through teams and 
the building leadership team.  The focus of these teams is best practices and 
strategies for enhancing student success.  Teams will also focus on data to 
improve instruction and learning. 

● Continue student leadership programs including the Gentlemen of 
Knowledge and the Ladies of Distinction aimed at helping students develop 
leadership skills and mentoring skills to help encourage and support fellow 
classmates.  

● NJHS will continue to be involved in community projects with EAST. 
● NJHS has incorporated Project Lead the Way (PLTW) so the students coming 

from the Nettleton Intermediate Schools can continue their path of interest. 
 

Literacy:  Students will improve reading comprehension skills and writing skills 
across the curriculum.   

● Teachers will implement the Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks and have 
students write in all content areas. 

● Language arts teachers will continue to maintain and build classroom 
libraries. 

● Use STAR Literacy to determine each student’s reading level and to help 
provide appropriate and challenging reading material for students.   

● Continue the use of Accelerated Reader for all students every nine-week 
period to encourage reading and improve reading comprehension. 

● Incorporate inclusion/co-teaching classes in literacy classrooms at all grade 
levels. 

 
Math: Every student will make significant gains in all strands on the Arkansas 
Curriculum Frameworks and State assessments while improving their ability to 
communicate mathematical knowledge. 

● Use STAR Math to determine each student’s level of understanding and to 
help provide appropriate and challenging material for students.   

● Math teachers will implement lessons utilizing Arkansas Curriculum 
Frameworks.  

● Teachers will incorporate the use of real world measurement activities in all 
math classes. 

● Teachers will implement technology, including graphing calculators and 
iPads, in the classroom to investigate mathematical concepts. 

● Incorporate inclusion/co-teaching classes in 7th grade and 8th grade math 
classrooms.  
 
 



 

Science:  Students will improve scientific content knowledge in the nature of 
science, life science, physical science, and earth and space science. 

● Teachers will incorporate the use of real world measurement activities in all 
science classes. 

● Teachers will implement technology in the classroom to increase student 
driven investigations. 
 

Electives:  NJHS offers several electives that the students can choose to enhance 
their education.  It is our goal to have learning opportunities in our building that 
appeal to the student interests of our upcoming students.   
 

Learning Skills  The students will work on reading and writing skills.  The 
students will create museums and present performances to 
the public.  The projects will provide opportunities for cross 
curricular activities across many disciplines. 

Agriculture  The students have the opportunity to work on a farm with 
livestock and/or learn how to properly use equipment such as 
woodworking, metal fabrication, electricity, and plumbing. 

Physical 
Education and 
Health 

The students will learn and play various physical games as well 
as learn concepts of health that are important for their 
development.   

Art  The students will be taught basic and advanced art techniques 
to allow them to express their creativity. 

E. A. S. T.  The students work on projects throughout the year that benefit 
the school and community.  This class is student-driven and 
project-based.   

Band  Students receive instruction on the proper techniques to play 
an instrument and have the opportunity to compete with other 
schools during the school year.  

Choir  Students have the opportunity to try out for different levels of 
contest choirs.  The students will receive daily instruction on 
the proper vocal techniques.  

Project Lead 
the Way- 
Medical 
Detectives 

In this class, students take on the role of legitimate medical 
detectives through the use of hands-on projects and labs. 



 

 
 
Extra Learning Opportunities: 
 
 

Project Lead 
the Way- 
Automation 
and Robotics 

Students use Vex robots throughout the year as they learn the 
history, development, and influence of automation and 
robotics in various ways in our world.  Students will use the 
robots to create real life items.   

Project Lead 
the Way- App 
Creators 

In this class students will choose a problem from an area of 
health, environment, emergency preparedness, education, 
community service, and school culture and work using 
computer science aspects to solve their problem.   

Project Lead 
the Way- 
Innovators and 
Makers 

This class broadens aspects of abstract computer science 
concepts through code and meaningful and authentic 
applications.  Students will create tangible personable projects 
throughout the year based on hardware design and software 
development. 

Project Lead 
the Way- 
Biomedical 
Science 

This class allows students to use real-world medical tools to 
solve problems, evaluate data, and explore a wide-range of 
careers in biomedical science.  The class is hands-on and 
engaging.  The skills acquired in this class are transferable and 
in-demand in life and career.   

Creative Media  Students will experiment with different forms of creative media 
throughout the year including film, broadcast, print, and digital. 

Athletics  Football, Volleyball, Basketball, Cross Country, and Track are 
offered for the students to compete with other schools.  Dance 
and Cheer are also offered.   

Gentlemen of 
Knowledge 

Student leadership organization for young men that focuses 
on mentorship and leadership skills to encourage and 
support fellow classmates. 

Ladies of 
Distinction 

Student leadership organization for young women that 
focuses on mentorship and leadership skills to encourage and 
support fellow classmates. 

National Junior  The National Beta Club is an organization that pushes the 



 

Beta Club  qualities of Academic Achievement, Character, Leadership, 
and Service.  Our local chapter is focused on serving our 
school and community.  Our local club also competes each 
year in state and national competitions. 

Quiz Bowl  Quiz bowl is a game in which two teams compete 
head-to-head to answer questions from all areas of 
knowledge, including history, literature, science, fine arts, 
current events, popular culture, sports, and more. There are 
also tournaments for individual players rather than teams. 

Future Business 
Leaders of 
America 

FBLA introduces students to the world of leadership and 
business through conferences, competitive events, and 
community service. Junior High (middle-level) FBLA helps 
prepare students for the senior high FBLA as well as their 
future careers by sparking interest and recognizing 
excellence. It’s a great way for students to get 
involved in school and the community while learning about 
the business world. 

Science 
Olympiad 

Much like the Olympics has numerous events, so does 
Science 
Olympiad. There are 21 events divided into 3 major 
categories: building (airplanes, mousetrap cars), testing 
(meteorology, anatomy and physiology), and a combination of 
both (water quality, 
potions and poisons). 

Art Club  Art Club is exactly what the name entails. It is a club designed 
to give students the opportunity to explore different art 
making that they may not be able to do in a full class setting. 
We also study different artists and their styles, while 
developing our own artistic styles. In Art Club we 
also participate in creating different things for different clubs 
(painting sets, making signs, face painting, etc.) 

The Spear  The Spear is our Nettleton Junior High newsletter that is 
compiled of student created news stories and photographs to 
showcase our school and community. 

The Raider 
Rambler 

The Raider Rambler is our Nettleton Junior High literary 
magazine that is compiled of student created poems, short 



 

 
 
Professional Highlights: 

● 5 National Board Certified Teachers on staff:  Vickie Davis, Emmie Foster, 
Casey Harris, Marsha Isbill, and Robin Terry. 

 
Community Involvement: 

Last year our teachers invited over 25 members of our community to discuss 
different topics with our students.  Some of these topics included  

● Human Trafficking Awareness (Megan Brown, Hope Found of NEA) 
● Importance of Technical Writing in Policing (Sgt. Daniel Bradway, ASU 

Police)  
● Olympic Experience in Japan (Sam Bell, International Track & Field 

Coach) 
● Practicing Medicine (Dr. Darrell Bonner, Retired Physician). 

 
This year due to COVID-19 restrictions, community involvement will look 
different, but our school is committed to forging partnerships with leaders in 
our community to benefit our students in their educational journey. 
 

Nettleton Junior High School is dedicated to providing a safe learning environment 
for our students to experience success.  While we continue to develop and 
implement the most effective teaching strategies, we are also committed to 
maintaining high expectations for our students.  We are committed to ensuring that 
no student at our school goes unnoticed, and we will continue with our established 
mentoring programs to help foster effective teacher-student relationships that are 
built around trust.  The NJHS faculty and staff are committed to the academic 
success of every NJHS student in the 2020 - 2021 school year. 

stories, artwork and photographs based around a central 
theme.   

Book Club  Our Junior High Book Club allows students to participate in 
group reading and discussion of a novel.   


