
2021-22 NJHS Literacy Plan 
 

 Nettleton Junior High believes it is imperative that we create an enriching learning environment 

that provides students with the necessary tools to become fluent, skillfully literate learners. We have faced 

many challenges over the last few years regarding literacy. Our low socio-economic population has 

increased which often results in fewer opportunities for literacy skills or enrichment outside of the 

classroom. During the last school year, there were significant interruptions in the educational process 

which significantly impacted our literacy instruction. Our goal this year is to provide quality instruction 

aligned with the state standards for reading and ample opportunities for our students to be exposed to 

reading material which will increase their basic reading, vocabulary-building, and comprehension skills.  

NJHS currently uses multiple assessments to monitor student achievement in reading throughout 

the year including the ACT Aspire and the STAR Reading Test. Our 2021 preliminary ACT Aspire scores 

indicate 25% of our seventh-grade students scored at the Ready or Exceeding level. In the eighth grade, 

38.6% of our students met the Readiness Benchmark of either Ready or Exceeding. We did experience a 

decrease in scores from prior to COVID.  We realize the disruption in academics throughout the 2020-21 

school year with closures, quarantines, and virtual learning contributed to the decline in scores. We also 

monitor progress using STAR Reading Test Scores throughout the year. The Grade Equivalent 

Distribution Summary for the STAR Reading Test for the 2020-21 school year indicated 30% of the 

seventh-grade students were reading at or above grade level with a median grade equivalent reading level 

of 5.6. In the eighth grade, 31% tested at levels at or above grade level with a median grade equivalent 

score of 6.2. After a year with so many obstacles in the instructional process, expanding of our current 

literacy practice is essential for improving reading scores and overall student achievement, and for 

continuing to create a culture of reading. We plan to target literacy in the following ways: 

• Teachers throughout the content areas will incorporate literacy instruction through daily 

lessons and through use of specific programs such as Readworks, vocabulary.com, 

Newsela, and Commonlit. 



• Students can participate in the Accelerated Reader program throughout the year.  

• Seventh grade students participate in the Learning Skills class which focuses on 

improving literacy skills through promoting a culture of reading. Eighth grade students 

have the opportunity to continue in this program through the Creative Media class that 

expands literacy instruction through various project-based learning experiences.  

• STAR Reading Tests will be given throughout the year to monitor progress and measure 

growth.  

• Our library media specialist will promote a partnership with the Craighead County Public 

Library to provide opportunities for our students to be exposed to an enhanced selection 

of current reading material appropriate for varied interests and reading levels.  

• A quarterly book club will be offered through the NJHS library. Students will apply each 

quarter to participate in a new reading selection. The students then meet weekly with the 

librarian to read and discuss the current selection.  

• NJHS employs a full-time literacy interventionist to provide dyslexia intervention to 

those students identified with dyslexia indicators who are at risk for reading difficulties. 

She also works with the classroom teachers to coordinate the Response to Intervention in 

the literacy classes. Our interventionist has been trained this summer in Strategic 

Reading. She will be teaching classes this year employing the strategies to improve 

reading, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills for struggling readers.  

• In accordance with Act 83, all teachers at NJHS are participating in the prescribed 

pathways for either Awareness or Proficiency in the RISE program to strengthen literacy 

instruction and bring evidence-based teaching practices into the classroom.  

• Professional development in literacy is provided through various webinars, on-line 

courses in IDEA, or by face-to-face instruction through Crowley’s Ridge Educational 

Cooperative. 


