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Nettleton STEAM views reading as a prerequisite to success in the 21st Century.  At
STEAM, reading has been defined as the ability to gain access to the world of
knowledge, synthesize information from different resources, evaluate arguments and
integrate new information with existing thoughts and ideas.

Goal:
To prevent reading difficulties in at‑risk early learners and support those who are falling
behind in older grades

● Provide explicit instruction with a systematic way of teaching, focusing on
the following main components of reading:

○ Phonics
■ To explain letter‑sound relationships in a clearly defined

sequence, with simpler, more straightforward skills being
introduced before more complex ones, and concepts
gradually building upon one another

○ Phonemic Awareness
■ To provide explicit and intentional daily instruction for

struggling readers that includes practice of specific skills in
and out of text

○ Fluency
■ To provide students an opportunity to move words from

“decodable” into “automatically recognized” through
repeated readings, partner and choral readings

○ Vocabulary
■ To provide explicit instruction, focusing on key words from

the text
■ To teach students learning strategies that increase their

ability to independently decipher word meanings
○ Reading Comprehension

■ To teach text structures in a way that allows students to
organize relationships between ideas, including the use of
graphic organizers

■ To model and teach cognitive strategies like self-monitoring
for meaning



Challenges:
● Word Recognition

○ A lack of automaticity in phonological awareness, decoding and sight word
recognition

● Language Comprehension
○ A lack of sufficient related knowledge that helps students draw inferences,

which develops critical thinking skills
○ The inability to use context clues to read new vocabulary within an age

appropriate text
○ An underdeveloped understanding of syntax and semantics and the

relationship to reading comprehension
○ An inability to use metaphors, analogies, idioms and figurative language to

enhance reading comprehension

Dyslexia Program
Students receiving Dyslexia intervention are instructed in the Orton-Gillingham method.
STEAM has adopted the use of  ‘Take Flight: A Comprehensive Intervention for
Students with Dyslexia.’ The purpose of the program is to enable students with dyslexia
to achieve and maintain better word recognition, reading fluency, reading
comprehension and aid in the transition from a therapy setting to ‘real world’ learning.

Intervention:
Leveled Literacy Intervention is completed based on grade level word study by using
informal and formal assessments. Students are provided intensive, small group,
supplementary intervention in order to improve decoding, vocabulary, and reading
comprehension skills. The goal at STEAM is to increase the literacy achievement of
students that do not meet grade level expectations.

Science of Reading:
The Frayer Model is used to provide a more in depth knowledge of vocabulary and
content in order to improve reading comprehension skills. By using the Frayer Model,
students are able to identify characteristics, examples, and nonexamples to the term
provided. Story maps are also used to improve comprehension skills from  known
information provided within the text.

The Heggerty Phonemic Awareness is a curriculum of daily phonemic awareness
lessons.  Each level focuses on eight phonemic awareness skills, along with additional
lessons to develop letter and sound recognition, and language awareness.



Connections: OG in 3D Spelling Series is a structured, sequential, multisensory
approach to teaching spelling.  Students are provided visual, auditory and
tactile-kinesthetic opportunities for learning spelling patterns and rules that apply to the
patterns.

Professional Development
All 3rd - 6th grade teachers at STEAM are attending R.I.S.E. training through the local
educational cooperative.  Each teacher has an appropriate pathway to complete and is
attending the designated training sessions.

The Dyslexia therapist will continue training in ‘Take Flight: A Comprehensive
Intervention for Students with Dyslexia’ by attending 8 days of instruction at the local
educational cooperative.

Subject area vertical alignment facilitated by Kelli Cochran.


