
Nettleton High School
Literacy Plan

2022-2023

Nettleton High School has a DESE characterization of “In Need of Support”.  According
to the 2020-2021 School Report Card, 28.94% of students in grades 9 and 10 tested in ELA skills
scored Ready or Exceeding.  To address the deficit in student ELA as indicated by ACT Aspire
test scores, NHS is making a concerted effort to assess, monitor, and plan for both broad and
targeted intervention by partnering with the coop, adopting new literacy curriculum, and
implementing and expanding the use of assessment and intervention tools.  In addition to the
implementation of these programs, it is the belief of the school that return to more normalized
school post-Covid will also show an increase in learning for students who were previously
off-site or blended in their instruction.

● Curriculum Program: NHS has adopted the My Perspectives program new in the
2022-2023 school year.  This program is aligned to both the Arkansas State Standards
and the Science of Reading Standards.

● Professional Development Program – In partnership with Crowley’s Ridge Coop, in
response to our designation of an “In Need of Support” school, NHS has scheduled a
series of PD and support.  The classroom walkthroughs will be used to prescribe ongoing
and future PD based on observed needs.

○ ELA PLC Meetings with Rebecca Allen (CRESC)
○ August 25

■ Mrs. Allen will visit with the ELA teachers during the PLC meeting.
○ September 22

■ Meet with PLC.
○ October 6

■ Meet with PLC.
○ October 28

■ Professional Development for all ELA teachers.  The training will be ½
day.  Teachers will be divided into two groups and attend in the morning
or afternoon.

○ November 7
■ Classroom walkthroughs with administration.

○ January 5
■ Meet with PLC.

○ January 19
■ Professional Development for all ELA teachers.  The training will be ½

day.  Teachers will be divided into two groups and attend in the morning
or afternoon.

○ January 31
■ Classroom walkthroughs with administration.

○ March 9
■ Meet with teachers during their preps and meet with the PLC after school.

● Curriculum Considerations:



○ Tier 1 Literacy Curriculum – See above
○ Secondary courses – NHS offers courses in Journalism, Creative Writing, and

Literature to expand electives for students.  In support of students with reading
deficiencies, NHS offers both Academic Reading and Critical Reading for
students needing Tier 2 Intervention.

● Outside Literacy Resources:
○ Public Library Partnership – This partnership allows all students access to the

Libby app through the public library. The app provides audio books for struggling
readers.

○ Virtual Book Club/Library Club – Library club members are provided free books
through the Friends of the Library program at the public library.

○ The Nettleton High School Library has also purchased an online subscription to
Junior Library Guild Digital which gives readers unlimited, simultaneous
multi-user access to a revolving selection of JLG ebooks and audiobooks.

● SY 2022- Accelerated Reader and STAR testing – Students in grades 9 and 10
participated in the STAR reading test.  The computer adaptive STAR reading assessment
served multiple purposes including screening, progress monitoring, instructional
planning, forecasting proficiency, standards mastery, and measuring growth.  Students
were given lexile and reading ranges after completion of the initial STAR assessment,
and they were required to select and read text in their proper reading range and Zone of
Proximal Development.  High achieving students were encouraged to participate in AP
Language and Composition and/or Concurrent Composition I/II.

● SY 2022-In an effort to address learning loss due to Covid-19, the school piloted
ExactPath through Edmentum. STAR Reading data was imported into ExactPath and
each student was be prescribed lessons based on their STAR scores.  Remediation
through ExactPath took place at least once per week.

● SY 2023 – After the ExactPath Pilot, school leadership determined the benefits of the
prescriptive paths for each student were beneficial.  Beginning with the 2022-2023 school
year, each student will complete 3 interim assessments using ExactPath. Students will
participate in weekly remediation through their customized ExactPath prescriptive
lessons in the areas of English, reading, and math.

● Also, after school tutoring will be made available to all students on an as needed basis.
● Students with Individualized Education Plans are monitored through periodic

assessments, progress monitoring, and coursework to ensure movement toward goal
mastery.

Our goal is to improve our literacy scores by providing opportunities to build background
knowledge, vocabulary, and reading skills. The partnership with the coop, continued PLC’s, and
changes in PD and curriculum will lead to an increase in student literacy scores. Teachers will
continue training in the Science of Reading through RISE and IDEAS. To date, all high school
teachers have completed RISE training and  have an awareness of the science of reading by
completing all modules on Arkansas IDEAS.  AP teachers have PD opportunities through our
partnership with AIMS, and Arkansas State University provides annual PD for concurrent
instructors each summer.


